Berndt Museum Design
Competition 2017:
Exploring the Berndt Museum
through contemporary design

B E R N D T DESIGN IDEAS
MUSEUM COMPETITION

Date: Tuesday 5 December 2017
Time: 6 - 7.45pm
Venue: Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery
RSVP: berndt.museum@uwa.edu.au

Submissions by 5pm, 27 November 2017
$15,000 prize pool

The Berndt Museum and the School of Design
invite you to attend the launch of our Design
Competition for 2017.

The Berndt Museum Design Ideas Competition marks a search for
a museum that offers a new experience in the Western Australian
context. Not least, this is a museum attached to a university and
hence engages with broad questions, communities and contexts.

As a major asset to UWA, the Berndt Museum holds
one of the finest and most important collections
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural
material and knowledge. Through dedicated
stakeholder engagement, the Berndt Museum
collections are recognised internationally as one of
the most complete holdings of Aboriginal material,
however, this recognition is not reflected locally
due to limitations on access to the collections.
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Proposals are sought that will demonstrate
clear links between country and community,
between collections and visitors, and
between students and the world.

Come and join us in the discussion.
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Derbarl Yerrigan near UWA

Here, the visitor will never be lost to the outside world, within spaces

Email: berndt.museum@uwa.edu.au
that engage in continuous custodianship of the works.
berndt.uwa.edu.au

Acknowledgment
We acknowledge that UWA is on Wadjuk boodja near the
Derbarl Yerrigan and pay our respect to elders past and present
on whose lands we live, work and travel.
We acknowledge the importance of the land, waterways and
culture to Aboriginal people, and together with deep hearts we
walk hand in hand.

Nipper Maragar, Mangeri. C 1940s. Natural pigment on bark.
RM & CH Berndt Collection, Berndt Museum [00441]

The Berndt Museum
The Berndt Museum of Anthropology at UWA holds one of
Australia’s finest and most important collections of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander cultural material and knowledge. It
manifests in artworks, objects, archives, film, sound and photographs,
encompassing comparative collections from Asia, Melanesia and
Oceania. Through dedicated stakeholder engagement, the Berndt
Museum collections are recognised internationally as one of the most
complete holdings of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural
material, however this recognition is not reflected locally due to
limitations on access to the collections.
The Museum was established in 1976 by Professor Ronald M and
Dr Catherine H Berndt, whose research focused on the European
impact on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Their
generous donations to UWA led to a framework for continued
collection growth that guides the Museum today.
The collections have an estimated value of over $62 million including:
• 12,000 artworks/objects
• 35,000 photographs

• 200 linear metres of archive
• 1000 film/sound works

• 4000 reference books and research publications
• 45,000 pages of field notebooks

As a reference for the scale of the Berndt Museum collections,
the State art collection at the Art Gallery of Western Australia is
comprised of approximately 17,500 works of art in total.
Laurel Nannup, Noongar. Lolly tree…they just thought it wonderful that their uncle should
find a lolly tree 2001. Print from woodcut on paper. Berndt Museum [09844]

The Berndt Museum is a major UWA asset contributing to the
University’s mission to advance, transmit and sustain knowledge and
understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, their
culture, and their place in the world. As a global leader in research
into Indigenous cultures and the care of a diverse collection of
cultural material, the Berndt Museum serves to fulfil the vision of
UWA to be recognised internationally as a leading intellectual and
creative resource to the communities it serves.

The Four Contexts
Four major contextual frameworks position the Museum locally
and internationally in relation to its physical, cultural and social
surroundings. These contexts reflect visions and voices, dreams
and stories, pasts and futures. They define the opportunities and
requirements for the Museum and articulate the ways in which a
range of benefits may be delivered to Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, and to communities within and external to UWA
as well as Western Australia more broadly.

Cultural Context
Relates to the trans-disciplinary, crossinstitutional and international opportunities
arising from the breadth of interests
represented by the Museum’s collections:
• High value heritage and cultural
significance of collections to the Australian
narrative (as recognised by UNESCO
Memory of the World listings);
• Internationally renowned research
and anthropological engagement with
Aboriginal people;
• Collaborative opportunities across
disciplinary fields, institutions and
countries (and additional capacity for
delivery of projects with Curtin University,
ECU and Notre Dame).

University Context
Relates to the strategic contributions made
by the Museum to the achievement of the
University’s mission and vision:
• Strategic alignment with UWA’s Vision
2020: enhancement of excellence and
innovation in teaching, research and
community services;

• Building the brand and reputation of UWA
as a leading global university through the
loan of objects and access for scholars from
around the world;
• Leading innovation in this field with
capacity to expand UWA’s position
alongside the top 10 Universities like
University of Oxford (Pitt Rivers), Harvard
University (Peabody), & University of
California UCLA (Fowler Museum);
• Attraction and retention of high quality
staff in the areas of curatorial, collection
management & conservation studies;

• Strengthening of the teaching and research
nexus (and research-led teaching) via
improved access to the collection;
• World experience of cultural material to
the benefit of our students and campus
community;

• Enhancement of student experience
through integrated learning that creates a
diverse and vibrant campus.

Community Context
Relates to the outreach opportunities of the
two competition site locations:
• Adding to the cultural landscape of the
city and state by making connections
beyond the University to Perth’s cultural
institutions and community;
• Public benefit delivered through improved
research access, exhibition display,
collection management, keeping space and
conservation training for the state;
• Education benefit afforded to primary
and secondary educators by increasing
the number and breadth of educational
and public programs on offer in highly
desirable and accessible locations, and
support of visits by students from regional
to international university groups;
• Promotion of tourism to UWA and WA
through an equivalent to the Museum of
Anthropology (MoA) at the University of
British Columbia, which ranks as one of
the top visitor attractions in Vancouver;
• Developing future custodianship and
leadership through our graduates;
• Engagement with industry stakeholders
including businesses and government
agencies at all levels.

Campus Context
Relates to the strategic physical advantages of
the Museum on either of the two competition
site locations:
• Interface and connectivity: linking within
and beyond the campus and community;
• Axes and courtyards: strengthening the
University’s pedestrian avenues, garden
setting and coherent courtyard typology;
• Access to views of and activities at the
culturally significant Derbarl Yerrigan
(Swan River);
• Capacity: supportive relationships with
surrounding university sectors.

Competition Sites
Competition entrants are invited to prepare proposals for one or
both of two campus sites. Both sites address the culturally significant
Derbarl Yerrigan. At the same time, through proximity to the
river, and key points of arrival to the campus, the Museum has the
potential to become a key public face for the University. The sites
offer choice of ‘urban’ or ‘park’ experiences and together align with
the emerging ‘town’ and ‘park’ themes for UWA settings.
Site A
Car Park 3
Derbarl
Yerrigan

Site A

Car Park 3 at UWA is conveniently situated between the Schools
of Social Sciences, Law, and Humanities, and the Reid Library. All
are key stakeholders in and potential collaborators with the Berndt
Museum. This site is the heart of student activity yet with the
University Club adjacent it is also well situated for staff and visitors.
One of the key requirements on this site will be to maintain access to
and functionality of the car park.
Site B
Tuart House
UWA’s Tuart House site includes the land between Crawley Avenue
and St Georges College, possibly including the car park between
the site and the UWA Podiatry building. This location forms a
significant connection of the Museum to both the Derbarl Yerrigan
(Swan River) and the Karta Koomba (Kings Park).
See Appendix 1 for detailed site plans.

Derbarl
Yerrigan

Site B

Purpose
The purpose of the Competition is to design an inspired and
functional museum facility that can house, protect, conserve and
display the Berndt collections in their entirety. Issues of accessibility,
promotion and future expansion are also key considerations. The
Museum needs to be responsive to its contexts, while expanding
its reach across the world. The general objective on either site is to
capture access visually and physically to the river. If done well, this
should embrace the contexts that celebrate country and community.
The suggested budget for the new Berndt Museum is $40 million.
This is based on an approximate dollar figure per square metre of
$8,000. As this is a public museum, public funding and philanthropy
will be sought to help achieve the outcomes desired.

Design Objectives
Character and Context
Designs should exhibit a considerable relationship with
the collections cultural context from across Australia while
reflecting a living relationship to the local through references
to the Derbarl Yerrigan and Karta Koomba through
landscaping.
Collection Management
The proposal should deliver high levels of collection storage
with 20 years capacity for growth. The capacity to shift
climate control across spaces and to limit or maintain different
collection storage requirements should support both an
economical storage but also improved access by students and
visitors.
Sustainability
Designs should incorporate a cohesive, integrated approach
to energy efficiency and generation, and water saving. Designs
must demonstrate a thoughtful approach to environmental
sustainability including passive solar design, cross ventilation,
smart technologies and building performance in terms of
comfort.
Landscape
Landscape should be designed to maximise the way in which
people might enjoy the Museum. The feeling of belonging on
the site as well as the sense of connection encourages visitors
to spend more time at the Museum than they would have
necessarily planned.

Accommodation Requirements
Functionality and Build Quality
Designs should optimise the efficient use of space for
exhibitions and collections and provide a strong functional
relationship between indoor and outdoor areas. Buildings
should be designed based on whole-of-life costs and should
include local materials wherever possible. They should be
considered for their durability and to minimise maintenance.
Required areas
The competition requires the development of a design proposal
for either the Car Park 3 or Tuart House site that incorporates
the following:
• Collection storage
• Exhibition spaces
• Conservation laboratory
• Archive and Library
• Study spaces
• Office space
• Cafe
• Scholar's residences
See Appendix 2 for a diagram of accommodation relationships
and areas.
Detailed accommodation requirements will be covered in the
Workshop.

Technical and programmatic factors
Light
Light will be a difficult part of the design, because while
humans like to see the world through natural lighting,
collections need as little natural light as possible. Yet
conservation work requires some natural light and so too do
study spaces.
Access
Access to the collections including special keeping spaces
need to ensure that the research and teaching that takes
places is both accessible to large groups while also limited to
community elders as required.
Teaching spaces
These spaces for teaching can be flexible open-ended
exhibition spaces, or enclosed glazed spaces having visual
access to galleries or other public spaces while at the same time
being acoustically private.
Maintenance and operation
Operations should be considered in order to reduce overall
running costs. Innovative environmental solutions should be
explored alongside state-of-the-art environmental needs of a
Museum.
Acoustic control
Acoustics need careful consideration in order to balance the
mix of loud and soft noise levels between gallery and archive
or café and teaching spaces.

Timeline
Competition Opens
Wednesday, 4 October 2017
Workshop
3-5pm, Tuesday, 17 October 2017
Cullity Gallery at the UWA School of Design
Tours of the Collection Store
Friday, 20 and Monday, 23 October 2017

Dr Vanessa Russ will run tours at the Berndt Collection Store, beneath the
Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery, UWA. Sign up at www.berndt.squarespace.com.

Registration Closes
at 5pm, Friday, 10 November 2017
Teams should register online at www.berndt.squarespace.com and pay a $100 fee
to Voula Kaplanis, at the UWA School of Design reception desk after registration.

Submission
before 5pm, Monday, 27 November 2017
Teams should submit digitally at www.berndt.squarespace.com, no physical
submissions will be required or accepted.

Loreen Samson, Ngarluma. First Dawn 2013. Acrylic paint on canvas.
Berndt Museum [12956]

Berndt Ideas Exhibition and Presentation Evening
6pm, Tuesday, 5 December 2017
Held at the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery, UWA. All entries will be printed by
the Conveners and exhibited.

Judging Criteria

Proposals will be evaluated against demonstration of:
(a) Innovative interpretation of the museum purposes and
functions.
(b) Relationship to the ‘four contexts’ including relationship to
river.
(c) Response to the design objectives.
(d) Response to programmatic considerations.

Jury
Dr Vanessa Russ, Associate Director Berndt Museum, UWA
Walter McGuire, Local Noongar Elder
Finn Pedersen, Director Iredale Pedersen Hook Architects
Duncan Ord, Director General WA Department of Local
Government, Sports and Cultural Industries
Professor Matthew Tonts or nominee, Pro Vice-Chancellor and
Executive Dean, Faculty of Arts, Business, Law and Education,
UWA
Representative of UWA Campus Management
Representative of Ferguson Architects

Prizes
Charmaine Green, Barbara Merritt, Margaret Whitehurst, Sonya Edney, Sheryl Green, Jennifer
Green, Glenda Jackamarra, Lennell Papertalk, Lakeisha Winter & Roni Jones, Yamaji. Sky Talks to Us
2016. Acrylic paint on canvas. Berndt Museum [2017.0019]

The prize pool will be $15,000, with amounts allocated by the jury
to winning proposals.

Team Eligibility
Teams must be led by a current UWA staff member (ongoing, fixedterm or casual) within any School and must include a current UWA
student. Indigenous involvement in teams is strongly encouraged,
and cross-discipline collaborations are highly desirable: teams
must include representation from more than one UWA discipline
and ideally from more than one UWA school. Teams may include
external members but not exceeding half of team membership.
All team members are to be listed in the online registration form at
www.berndt.squarespace.com, due by the registration date.

Submission Format
The submission format is two vertical A1 panels, submitted in
electronic pdf format.
A written design statement of no more than 500 words, responding
to the Judging Criteria, should be included on the panels.
All entries must be anonymous: no identification or reference to
team participants should be included on the panels.

Conveners
Any questions can be directed to the Conveners of the competition:
Dr Kate Hislop, Dean and Head of School, UWA School of Design
kate.hislop@uwa.edu.au
Daniel Martin, Research Officer, UWA School of Design
daniel.martin@uwa.edu.au

Appendix 1
Site Plans
.dwg site plans and aerial imagery can be downloaded from www.berndt.squarespace.com

Appendix 2
Accommodation Diagram
Detailed accommodation requirements will be covered in the Workshop.
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